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Milestone #1: Fall Education Period 

What We’re 
Celebrating 

and Why 

Every NYC public school Kindergarten family has an opportunity to participate in 
the Save for College Program!1  The Fall Education Period is our opportunity to 
engage and inform the entire grade level about their options in this scholarship 
and savings program!  

 The Role of 
Schools 

 
 

During key events such as Open Houses, Meet the Teacher Nights and Sneak 
Peaks, school staff introduce the Save for College Program to eligible families by 
showing the introductory video, sharing a few talking points and handing out 
introductory materials. Materials can also be shared as part of new student 
packets, classroom communications or digital communications.  

Our Goal The goal of this introduction is that families become familiar with the basics of the 
program and its benefits for their children so as to make an informed decision on 
whether to opt out. 

The Purpose 
of this Guide 

This companion guide contains a list of the tools you will find in your Education 
Period Toolkit along with a description of each tool and tips on how to use them 
during the Fall Education Period. All materials are available in all 10 DOE 
languages through the NYC Kids RISE website, under downloadable materials  
or the school partners page. 

Methods We’ve developed talking points for live events, templates for email and class dojo 
messages, as well as robocall scripts. Depending on which communications 
channels work best for your school community you may want to use one, two or 
all three methods. All of these resources are available in all 10 DOE languages 
on the school partners page of the NYC Kids RISE site. 

What about 
Students who 

Enroll after 
October 18 

Every 2021-22 kindergarten student enrolled in school by April 1, 20222 will be 
eligible to join the Save for College Program. Students who enroll after your 
grade level wide education activities should receive program information as they 
are registered and over their first few weeks of school. Visit the  school partners 
page for a tip sheet on education families on a rolling basis. 

A Reminder Every eligible family should be provided the video and receive the introductory 
materials. Please note that we have created a comprehensive set of tips and 
don’t expect that every school will deploy every outreach method. Feel free to 
choose what will be most effective for your school! 

 
 

1 Every entering Kindergarten student of a NYC public school (district or charter) is eligible to participate in the NYC Kids RISE Save for 
College Program. The Program was piloted in geographic School District 30 starting in 2017. As such, now in its fifth year, K-4th grade 
families are eligible to participate from the 39 pilot schools in geographic School District 30. 
2 Kindergarten students enrolled after April 1, 2022 can join the Program in first grade. 
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Tools for Introducing the Save for College Program 
Save for 
College 
Program 

Video 
(click to view) 

 
 

About: The Save for College Program video provides a brief introduction to the 
Save for College program.  
 
Pro Tips: Copy and paste the video link into your browser and share your screen 
to show the video during a virtual meeting or pull it up during an in person event, 
such as family facing back to school events. Include it in your written 
communications (email, class dojo) to parents introducing the program . Consider 
using during staff facing events such as teacher, all staff and School Leadership 
Team meetings. 
 
Details: The video is available in English and subtitles in all 9 DOE languages 
can be added via clicking the CC button. 

Save for 
College 
Program 
Overview 

(click to view) 
 

About: This document provides a basic overview of the key components of the 
Save for College Program. 
 
Pro Tip: You can distribute this document in many ways. Examples include, 
dropping a link to the document in the chat during a virtual Open House or 
equivalent event, handing it out at an in person event, sending it as an email 
attachment, or including it in a virtual or physical school welcome packet that 
your school is already preparing. 

Save for 
College 
Program 

Journey Map 
(click to view) 

 

 

About: This document provides a map which outlines the foundational steps so 
families can visualize the beginning of their journey with the Save for College 
Program. 
 
Pro Tips: You can distribute the Journey Planner in many ways. Examples 
include, dropping a link to the document in the chat during a virtual Open House 
or equivalent event, printing and handing it out at an in person event, sending it 
as an email attachment, or including it in a virtual or physical school welcome 
packet that your school is already preparing. 

Save for 
College 

Program Q&A 
(click to view) 

 

About: This document provides the answers to the most frequently asked 
questions by new families.  
 
Pro Tips: You can distribute the Q&A in many ways. Examples include, dropping 
a link to the document in the chat during a virtual Meet the Teacher Night or 
equivalent event, sending it as an email attachment, or including it in a virtual or 
physical school welcome packet that your school is already preparing. 
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